
The ATM -1 is a beautifully 
made little stereo amplifier 
that delivers a high degree 
of resolution, space, and 
inner detail. 

Some miscellaneous measurements: The a.c. line draw at 
idle was 1.62 amperes and was 3.1 amps at rated power. 
Plate supply voltage at idle was 480 V, dropping to 450 V at 
rated power. This is pretty good supply regulation. 

Use and Listening Tests 
Signal sources used to evaluate the ATM -1 included an 

Oracle turntable fitted with a Well Tempered Arm and Spec- 
tral MCR-1 Select cartridge, a Magnavox CDB-560 CD play- 
er feeding into a Wadia 2000 decoding computer, a Naka- 
michi 250 cassette recorder, and a Technics 1500 open - 
reel recorder. A Vendetta Research SCP-2B pre-preamp 
was used for playing records. The outputs from the Vendet- 
ta and the other high-level sources were selected and 
volume controlled with my reference selector switch and 
switched attenuator unit. Other power amps on hand were a 
Berning EA -2101, my own EAR 519s, a set of Cary Audio 
monoblock CAD-50SLs, and a pair of Carver Silver Sevens. 
Speakers used were the Siefert Research Magnum Ill, Mar- 
tin -Logan Monolith Ill, and Spica Angelus. 

I was using the Siefert Research speakers when I first 
received the ATM -1. With these speakers, I found the sound 
of the ATM -1 to have amazing resolution and space but at 
the expense of some brightness and irritation on some 
program material. After doing some testing of the Cary 
Audio CAD-5OSLs, I found myself continuing to use the Cary 

amps with the Martin-Logans for some weeks because I 

really like the sound from that combination. After measuring 
the ATM -1, I put it in this setup, driving the midrange panels 
of the Monoliths, and continued to use the Cary as a bass 
amp. With the ATM -1, the sound became a bit brighter, with 
increased resolution and detail. Again, as with the Sieferts 
earlier, the increased resolution was accompanied by some 
irritation on some material. Other material sounded very, 
very good. 

I then took down the Monoliths and set up the Spica 
Angelus speakers to get a better idea of the sound of the 
ATM -1 used full range to drive these very good speakers. 
This pair of Angelus speakers is not fully broken in yet and 
has a tendency to be a bit bright with most amplifiers. The 
ATM -1 drove these speakers nicely. The low end was slight- 
ly lean compared to my reference EAR 519s, although bass 
definition was excellent. Space, dimension, and resolution 
were very good. As with the other speakers used, there was 
some edginess and irritation on some program material. 
This effect was more noticeable with CD sources than with 
records. One person that I loaned the ATM -1 to had nothing 
but good things to say about its sound. 

I think the ATM -1 is a beautifully made little amp that 
delivers a high degree of resolution, space, and detail. Its 
sound should appeal to those with these sonic priorities. 

Bascom H. King 

Audition the B&K M -200s at a Dealer Soon: 
'That's the big news with the Sonata Series M200 Monoblocks: they are real high -end amps, not 

very far short of the best solid-state amps available. And like I was telling Apogee's Jason Bloom the 

other day, 'What a bargain!' " - Sam Tellig, STEREOPHILE, January 1991, Vol. 14 No. 1 

B&K Components, Ltd. has designed a 

family of amplifiers and pre -amplifiers 
meant to challenge the best equipment 
manufactured today. All design, engi- 
neering, manufacturing and services 
takes place under one roof in Buffalo, 
New York. This allows B&K to integrate 
all phases of product development and 
manufacturing as a team. We have at 

B&K over the last 10 years refined both 
our design and manufacturing process 
in an effort to provide you with state of 
the art audio equipment that is both 
reliable and affordable. 

Our commitment at B&K is to provide the best 
value in audio, this starts at the component level. 
Each component must undergo a rigid pre -approval Sonata Series M -200s 

process. This is followed by constant 
testing of each component by manu- 
facturing. To give you an idea of our 

standards, each metal film resistor, 
capacitor, and transistor is tested for func- 
tionality and tolerance before being used 

in a B&K product. We also follow strict 
guidelines in all other areas of our man- 

ufacturing so that each B&K amplifier 
and pre -amplifier will be as close to the 

engineering ideal as is humanly possible. 
By commiting to this level of quality, 

B&K is able to provide a product that is 

musical, reliable and of excellent value. 
It is our hope that by carefully working together at 

B&K as a team, we can supply you with the best value in 

audio today and in the future. 

"In short, a superb performance from B&K's most noteworthy product to date. The M-200 power 

amplifier is a smashing success by any standard and an absolute steal at the price." - Kent Bransford, HIFI HERETIC 
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